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FIGURE 01 — FORTY MARKS - NINE BANDS - ONE CLIFF

FORTY MARKS - NINE BANDS - ONE BRUTAL CURVE

7 75 8 85 9
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A5 40

— BAND 5.5 6 6.5

1 10 20

RAW MARKS - OUT OF 40

marks — 6.5 - 30 marks — 7 29

ONE MARK - HALF A BAND
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FIGURE 02 — SAME RAW SCORE, DIFFERENT BAND

ACADEMIC BAND | GENERAL

40-39 9 40
30 7 34
23 6 30

.Same 30/40 — Academic Band 7. General Band 6
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THE FORMAT

3 passages - 40 questions - 60 minutes - fixed order - no transfer time

FIGURE 03 — THREE PASSAGES, RISING DIFFICULTY

PASSAGE 3

PASSAGE 2

HARDEST

Q - argumentative 14~
PASSAGE 1 MEDIUM DECIDES THE BAND
Q * denser vocabulary 13~
EASIEST
Q - warm-up 13~
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THE TIME PLAN

Passage 1 — 17 min - Passage 2 — 20 min - Passage 3 — 23 min - 2-minute cap per question




FIGURE 04 — ONE 60-MINUTE CLOCK - 17/ 20 / 23

MINUTES
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FIGURE 05 — NOT EVERY QUESTION COSTS THE SAME MINUTE

Fastest - passage-order questions

T/

Brutal - False vs Not Given

Su

Paraphrase recognition

Slowest - allocate extra time
— MIN PER QUESTION
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4 )
+BAND 7v BAND 6 X
Passage 1 banked at minute 17, Perfect Passage 1, two blanks left
every blank filled on Passage 3
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Q1

27 out of 40 on Academic Reading — what band?

Band 7

[ vBand 6.5 J

Band 6

Band 7 needs 30; 27-29 is Band 6.5.
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Q2

Same 30/40 raw score — which gives the higher band?

[ v'Academic J

General Training

Equal

30/40 is Band 7 on Academic but Band 6 on General — the curves differ.
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Q3

60 minutes, 3 passages — best time split?

20—20—20
[ V17T —20—23 J
25—20—15

Passage 3 is hardest with the most questions; protect it with 23 minutes.
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Q4

You finish Passage 1 with 6 minutes to spare and Passage 3 is still ahead. What's the
Band-7 move?

Bank the time and go to Passage 3 now — don't re-polish Passage 1.
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Q5

Th2 9z )15 ey .adls jeio Jlgw U aw g 03ige 0gejl y5T ganli
Fill every blank with the same letter — a blank scores 0, a guess scores ~25-33%, and there is no
penalty for wrong answers.
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