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IELTS Listening: Test Structure & the 30-Second Silences
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FIGURE 01 — THE FOUR MINUTES THAT DECIDE THE BAND

MINUTE TEST - FOUR SECTIONS - TEN QUESTIONS EACH-30
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PREP PREP PREP PREP CHECK
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silences x 30s = 4 minutes 8
THE FOUR MINUTES THAT DECIDE THE BAND
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FIGURE 02 — LISTENING VS READING: THE CURVES DIVERGE

MARKS — BAND 7 ON BOTH - BUT THE CURVES DIVERGE BELOW 30
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.Same scale. Different curve. 30 =7 on both — but lower marks diverge
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FIGURE 03 — FOUR SECTIONS - S3 IS THE CLIFF
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Decide what to listen FOR — Listen to the whole thing, then figure

before the audio plays. out the answer.
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AUDIO

...and the meeting will be held in the Bradfield Room on the third floor — sorry, the

second floor...
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FIGURE 04 — ONE JOB PER PHASE: PREDICT - HUNT - SPELL
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Eyes scan - pen marks triggers Ear hunts - hand captures messy Clean copy - spelling check
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QUESTION

Type of room booked: accommodation — NOT accomodation. One missing letter scores zero.
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FIGURE 05 — EACH SECTION, A DIFFERENT HUNTING BRIEF
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You score 30 out of 40 on IELTS Listening. What band is that?
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Q2

The audio plays and you realize you just missed Question 15. There is no rewind. What
is the correct move?

Wait and listen back when the section ends

Replay the segment from memory, then write

[ vMark it, drop it, and snap to where the voice is now J

Mark it, drop it, and snap to where the voice is now
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Q3

Name the four moves you make in the 30-second silence before a section, in order.

1) Read the question stems for the next section. 2) Spot the blanks. 3) Predict the word type
(number, name, noun, adjective). 4) Underline the trigger words — then the audio starts and you are
already hunting.
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Q4

Play any IELTS Listening Section 1. Before pressing play, write the predicted word type
and one trigger for each blank, then listen once with no pause. Did predicting the word
type let you hear the answer arrive sooner?

A correct response shows a predicted word type plus a trigger word for each blank written BEFORE
the audio, and answers captured on the first single play. The move is the goal, not perfect English.
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Q5

State the three-phase discipline of the test — one job per phase — in the three single
words it reduces to.

Predict (in the pre-section silence), Hunt (during the audio), Spell (in the transfer/review window).
One job per phase, never overlapped.
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